
TENT  EVENTS
Whether your event is a small festival or gathering, or a mega-sized gala, tents can make 
a big impact at special events. Don’t rent a tent without a basic understanding of what’s  
involved . . . you could find yourself in over your head.

Practical as well as festive, a tent presents the opportunity to create a unique setting for 
your event. They’re versatile – you can choose the size, configuration, ambiance and site 
location. And they can provide cost-effective added space that blends seamlessly with  
existing architecture. Some styles have no interior poles to obstruct table setups or sight 
lines. As a result, tents can offer both maximum space and flexibility.

So, here are the basics. The next time you need to rent a tent or temporary structure, you’ll 
know your stuff! 
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TENT  EVENTS
With no center poles  
required, metal frame tents 
permit maximum use of the 
interior space. Typical frame 
tents are limited to less than 2,000 
square feet. Since they do not rely on 
tension, a minimal number of stakes 
is required and are pretty much suit-
able for installation on any surface. 
They offer the option of anchoring 
with water barrels if staking is not 
possible.

Frame Tents
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Pole tents allow for the  
greatest capacity for large 
events. With center poles, there is 
a graceful rise and fall of the center 
peaks – creating high ceilings and 
elegant shapes. Because pole tents rely 
on fabric tension for support, they will 
require a greater number of stakes  
on the tent’s perimeter.

These tents are attached to the ground 
with steel stakes and nylon webbing. 
With the use of ratchet straps the tent 
becomes very tight; it is this taught-
ness that creates the shape of the tent.

Unlike frame tents that don’t have 
center poles, you really need to design 
your event floor plan around the poles.

Pole Tents
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TENT  EVENTS
The clearspan tent is basically  
a heavy-duty frame tent, that 
is, a tent without center poles. 
The name is derived from the clear 
or unobstructed interior that the tent 
provides. It is like a temporary building.

These tents are best for long term 
installations, events that require large 
unobstructed interiors or when you 
need the ultimate in safety and stability. 
These tents have a windrated structure 
that will withstand weather better than 
any other tent. The sidewalls and tops 
are not as prone to flap in the wind as 
they are with traditional frame and pole tents. They also are capable of suspending weight from the framework of the 
tent for lighting, audio-visual applications or anything else you may want to hang from the ceiling.

Clearspan Structures

When the budget is big and when you need to make the biggest impact, there are many
spectacular tent design options. Here are just a few:

• �Clear top: Day or night, bring the outside in with a frame tent that has a clear top. View the moon and stars at night, 
the trees and landscaping during day.

• �Double decker: Imagine being able to create an exclusive level for VIPs, a raised vantage point for the media or an 
unobstructed view of the lower floor for guests.

• �Print on your tent: Use custom fabrics or digital printing directly on the tents to create a distinct identity for your 
event. For example: a pink tent for the breast cancer charity gala!

Specialty Tents
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 ��Create your event space before creating the event. Since a tent is a temporary structure, you 
will need to make the infrastructure. In other words, you’ll need to think about how to make accommodations 
for all the things that would ordinarily be in a standard event space: power, tables and chairs, restrooms, 
refuse disposal, storage space and so on. If your event is catered, will you need a catering tent for the food 
prep and other catering needs?

 �Get the right tent size. Planning the size of your tent is the same as planning for any other event space. 
It is always wise to over-estimate the number of guests you will have. The tent size will also depend on what 
you’re putting inside the tent. Chairs, tables, stages, bands, DJs and dance floors will all affect the aesthetic 
and safety aspects of your event. And a final note: don’t forget to account for the possibility of bad weather.  

 �Make sure your tent is flameproof.  All tents come with flameproof certificates; typically a label is 
sewn in to the tent saying it’s of flame retardant material.

 �Don’t be caught without a permit.  Most tent installations will require a building permit, which 
may also include approval by the local fire marshal. Although rules vary by jurisdiction, most tents greater 
than 1,000 square feet need to have a building permit issued before installing. Typically, you’ll also need to 
submit a flame certificate for the tent and a drawing of the external and internal tent layout.

 �Keep your guests comfortable with side walls. Do you want your special event to be open and 
airy, or more private? Are there unsightly areas you’d like to hide? What impact could weather have on your 
event? Even though you’re basically covered from the elements from the top of the tent, the rain, hot sun, 
and wind can be a nuisance from the sides. Also, if you’ll be heating or cooling the space, you’ll definitely 
need sides to control the temperature.

 �Tents are NOT adequate shelter from lightning.  That’s right - get out! The center pole acts as a 
lightning rod. If you can’t get out, move as far away from the poles as possible.

 �Rent restrooms if you need to.  Very often the use of portable restrooms goes hand in hand with 
tents unless your tent is close to another structure that has restrooms available. Portable restrooms vary 
from your basic construction site portable to fancy multi-stall restroom trailers.

TENT  EVENTS
Important Tips for Your Tent Event
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Since there can be great risk to driving stakes into the ground, any 
responsible tent installer won’t put up a tent before they survey the site of where you 
want the tent. If your tent is more than 1,000 square feet in size, it MUST be staked to 
the ground. Keep in mind that when measuring your location, you must add ten feet 
to both the length and width of the tent site to allow room for staking.

You’ll also need the property owner’s permission. Sure, grass is easy to put stakes 
into, but there may be obstacles to work around: utility lines, sprinklers, power lines 
and other things the property owner may know about. Or, if you’re thinking about 
placing your tent on pavement, you’ll need permission to drive stakes through the 
pavement…and you may need to promise to fill the holes when the tent is removed.

TENT  EVENTS
Secure that Tent . . . with Caution!

To set your organization apart from others and to enhance the environment of your tent event, there 
are numerous accessories that can be integrated easily into different tent styles. Here are just a few:

• �SIDES: Sides, an important part of your tent rental, can be solid so you can’t see in or out, clear, or with cathedral 
windows to make it feel more like a building.

• �DOOR  SYSTEMS: Doors add a sophisticated look when entering and exiting a tent or temporary structure. 
They are most typical in temporary or semi-permanent clearspan tents.

• �FLOORING: Tent flooring is the answer for leveling areas, covering imperfections on the surface and above all 
keeping your guests’ feet dry if bad weather arrives. BUT – flooring costs 2 to3 times the cost of the tent! If that’s 
not a problem for you, there are some amazing flooring solutions including interlocking tiles, carpeting, Astroturf 
and wood floors.

• �LIGHTS: Lighting is a sure-fire way to add drama and elegance – it can completely transform your tent event. 
Perimeter globe lights, chandeliers, string lights, floor lamps and colored lights will surely heighten the visual 
impact inside that white tent.

• �HEATERS AND A/C: If you think that extreme temperatures will be a factor, there are ways to make your guests’ 
comfortable - from portable air conditioning units to tent heaters. In some cases, additional permits may be needed 
for these systems.

Tent Accessories
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The Event Resources Team  
who makes you feel like you’re on cloud nine.

TENT  EVENTS
■  �Creativity.  We respond to your specific wants and 

needs with customized solutions. No event is too small, 
no challenge too great.

■  �Peace of Mind.  We provide the comfort, lack of 
worry and a sense of security to your event experience. 
We anticipate your needs, sweat the small stuff and 
thread all the pieces together—so you don’t have to.

■  �Personal Attention. Our staff personally man-
ages each client relationship and directs the execution 
of all events. We become an extension of your team...
partnering with you in every sense of the word.

■  �Expertise. With decades of combined experience, 
something more than experience is at work. Call it  
passion. Work ethic. Dedication to getting things right. 
Our talented team has what it takes to help you achieve 
your event goals.

■  �Value. We deliver the highest possible standards 
whether your budget is large or small. We empathize 
with you during these challenging times and will work 
with you to pull off that event in a way that is affordable 
and successful.

■  �Quality. We’re on-hand 24/7 throughout the dura-
tion of a project to manage quality control and to ensure 
that your event is problem-free.

Event Resources offers comprehensive event management 
and production solutions that leave lasting impressions. 
We provide behind-the-scenes logistical and technical  
support for a wide variety of events.

Why Event Resources?

• Staging

• Lighting

• Video Services

• Sound

• Stage Management

• Tables & Chairs

• Tents

• Event Management

• Pipe and Drape

• Banners

• Temporary Power

• Lecterns

From initial creative development to every staging detail 
and beyond, our services include, but are not limited to:

To find out more about Event Resources or  
about how you can produce outstanding events,  
please call us at 860-528-1343 or email 
events@eventresources.com.
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